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SUB J : MARKOVIC-HARRIMAN MEETING 

1 . ON JULY 29 FEDERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT MARKOVIC, 

ACCOMPANIED BY SEVERAL ADVISERS, MET WITH GOVERNOR 
HARRIMAN AND AMBASSADOR EAGLEBURGER AND THEN ENTERTAINED 
THE HARRIMAN PARTY AT LUNCH. 

2. GOVERNOR HARRIMAN BEGAN BY REMARKING THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
MARKOVIC HAD JUST COMPLETED A VISIT TO THE UNITED 

STATES AND THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM ALL SIDES HOW SUCCESSFUL 
THAT VISIT HAD BEEN AND HOW MUCH US CONGRESSMEN 
HAD BEEN IMPRESSED BY MARKOVIC AND HIS DELEGATION. 

MARKOVIC REPLIED THAT SO FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED THE 
VISIT HAD BEEN A TOTAL SUCCESS AND HAD HAD A MAJOR 
IMPACT ON NOT ONLY HIS OWN BUT HIS COLLEAGUES ATTITUDES 
TOWARD THE UNITED STATES. HE HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY 
IMPRESSED BY THE WILLINGNESS OF THE AMERICANS 
WITH WHOM HE MET TO DISCUSS DIFFERENCES IN AN OPEN, 

FRANK AND HONEST MANNER; IT WAS THIS WILLINGNESS TO 
DISCUSS AREAS IN WHICH WE DIFFERED THAT HAD IMPRESSED 
HIM AS MUCH AS ANYTHING ON THE TRIP. HE WAS GLAD TO 
REPORT TO GOVERNOR HARRIMAN THAT OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS 
HAVE IMPROVED SUBSTANTIALLY SINCE THE ADVENT OF 
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THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION, AND THAT THE TITO VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON AND HIS OWN VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES HAD 
CONTRIBUTED VERY MUCH TO THAT PROGRESS. MARKOVIC SAID 
HE ALSO WANTED TO COMMEND PRESIDENT CARTER FOR SENDING 
A MESSAGE TO THE NONALIGNED CONFERENCE. IT WAS 
A WISE AND COURAGEOURS STEP AND, ONCE AGAIN, HE WAS 
IMPRESSED BY THE PRESIDENT S RECOGNITION IN THE 
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MESSAGE THAT THE UNITED STATES SOMETIMES HAD 
DIFFERENCES WITH THE NONALIGNED. 

3. MARKOVIC SAID HE FRANKLY DID NOT UNDERSTAND 
ALL OF THE UNDERLYING REASONS BEHIND THE AMERICAN 
CAMPAIGN ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED 
THIS SUBJECT EXTENSIVELY WHILE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

HE SAID THAT NO COUNTRY IS FREE OF PROBLEMS IN THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD, ALTHOUGH SOME ARE BETTER OFF THAN 
OTHERS. CERTAINLY THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS A 
SERIOUS PROBLEM IN THE SOVIET UNION BUT IT IS NOT 
SIMPLY A PROBLEM OF FOUR OR FOURTEEN DISSIDENTS. 

RATHER, IT IS A PROBLEM FOR ALL THE MILLIONS OF 
RUSSIANS WHO HAVE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED ON THEM IN TERMS 
OF THEIR ABILITY TO MOVE BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE 
COUNTRY AND TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES FREELY. HAVING SAID 
THAT, HOWEVER, HE HAD SERIOUS DOUBTS THAT A CAMPAIGN 
WHICH "LOOKS LIKE IT IS INTERVENTION" CAN ACHIEVE A 
BETTER LIFE FOR THE SOVIET PEOPLE. HE WAS, HE 

SAID, NOT ASKING GOVERNOR HARRIMAN TO COMMENT ON THIS 
SUBJECT, BUT HE DID WANT TO RAISE HIS CONCERN AND 
WANTED THE GOVERNOR TO KNOW THAT HE HAD MADE THE 
SAME POINTS WHEN VISITING THE US. 

4. THE REMAINDER OF THE CONVERSATION AND THE TALK AT 
THE LUNCH THEREAFTER WAS LARGELY DEVOTED TO FURTHER 
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DISCUSSION OF MARKOVIC'S IMPRESSIONS OF THE US VISIT 
(WHICH WAS, JUDGING BY HIS COMMENTS, AN UNQUALIFIED 
SUCCESS). THE ONLY ADDITIONAL POINT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
WAS MARKOVIC'S COMMENT THAT THE USG ATTITUDE TOWARD 
ANTI- YUGOSLAV "TERRORISTS" IN THE UNITED STATES HAS 
SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVED, AND THAT THIS CHANGE HAS BEEN 
NOTED AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS IN THE YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT. 
EAGLEBURGER 
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